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Thousands of Children are Injured in Furniture Accidents Each Year
University Hospitals Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital and Safe Kids Greater Cleveland offer guidelines to prevent injuries in the home
Cleveland, OH —Most parents and caregivers strive to make sure their homes are safe for their children, yet sometimes dangers lurk where you least expect them.  The Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has identified tip-overs of furniture, televisions and other appliances as one of the top hidden home hazards.  Children can be seriously injured as a result of climbing on, falling against or pulling themselves up on different types of furniture; fortunately, there are some simple steps parents can take to help keep their kids safe.  

One of the simplest ways for parents and caregivers to prevent furniture tip-overs is to stabilize furniture.  If a piece of furniture is unstable or top-heavy, try fastening it to a wall using brackets, screws or wall straps.  More information on products like these and where to buy them can be found on the CPSC website (www.cpsc.org) “Keep heavier items on lower shelves or in lower drawers,” says Mandy Thomas, Safe Kids Coordinator at University Hospitals Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital.  “Do not keep remote controls, candy or other tempting items on unstable furniture. A child may try to reach for the top and pull down on the object, furniture or both.”
University Hospitals Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital and Safe Kids Greater Cleveland offer these tips to keep children safe in the home:
· Tie up loose cords – Many appliances have long cords, which may be tempting for children to play with.  Children can pull on or trip over the electrical cord and pull an appliance off a stand or countertop.
· Teach children safety around furniture and appliances – Teach children not to climb or jump on furniture and provide active supervision at all times so you can stop dangerous behaviors before they lead to trouble.
· Keep children safe around the television – As young children get more mobile, they may get excited about programs or videos and try to get closer to the television.  Push the television as far back as possible on the stand, so children cannot pull the television off the stand.
· Always supervise children around any confined space – The older children get, the more adventurous they become.  Children, especially the curious ones, can be in danger of suffocation if they become accidentally trapped in a cabinet, toy chest or laundry machine.  Keep an eye on children and remember to keep doors closed and locked.  Let your kids know that these items are off limits as hiding spots.
· Inspect your child’s toy chest – Make sure your children’s toy chest meets all voluntary standards set by CPSC and is equipped with lid supports that hold the lid open in any position. If you have a toy chest with a lid that does not stay open, the CPSC recommends you remove the lid or install a spring-loaded lid support.
“Home hazards, like furniture and appliance tip-overs, are not always on parents and caregiver’s minds as serious dangers, but they can be a severe problem and can cause injury or even death,” says Thomas. “The good news is these dangers can be easily prevented if the proper precautions are taken. Try to remember what it is like to be a curious child and do not underestimate children’s ability to find trouble anywhere in the home.”
###
The Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital Injury Prevention Center is dedicated to reducing the burden of unintentional injuries by working with children and families throughout Greater Cleveland and serving as a resource on an array of injury prevention issues for community groups, health care providers, emergency medical services personnel, and law enforcement.  Rainbow is lead agency for the Greater Cleveland Safe Kids/Safe Communities Coalition, a network of community members working together to prevent childhood injury.  For more information about furniture tip-overs and other home hazards call 216-983-1110.
