Ford “Future of Safety” 
2010 Grassroots Tour

Today, Ford Motor Company is pioneering new "active" crash-avoidance technologies, because the best way to help ensure accident survivability is to avoid one in the first place. By introducing even more crash-protection technologies such as ultra-high-strength, lighter-weight steel and advanced new air bag systems, Ford has helped build upon its leading number of U.S. government 5-Star and Insurance Institute for Highway Safety "Top Safety Pick" crash safety ratings. 
The company also has standardized advanced air bags, stability control systems and reminders to use safety belts – still the No. 1 life-saving device – on millions of vehicles.

Starting on May 10, 2010, Ford will be taking its safety technologies on the road to nearly 50 U.S. cities and towns, coast-to-coast.  At each location along the tour, consumers, members of the media, elected officials and others from throughout the local communities will be invited to participate in the events to learn more about Ford’s cutting-edge safety technologies.   
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Demonstration Vehicles:

· 2010 Ford Flex 

· 2010 Ford Taurus SHO

· A “buck” of the new 2011 Ford Explorer.  The “buck” will be a stationary model of the rear half of the Explorer, offering event participants the opportunity to view Ford’s inflatable rear seat belts.
Ford “Future of Safety”
Featured Safety Technologies

SYNC®: Traffic, Directions & Information leverages industry-leading voice-recognition software, integrated GPS technology and a customer's Bluetooth-capable mobile phone to provide simple, hands-free access to personalized traffic reports, precise turn-by-turn driving directions and up-to-date information including business listings, news, sports and weather.

The MyKey™ system is designed to encourage safer teen driving. Parents simply program the vehicle key through the message center to incorporate features such as:

· Limited top speed of 80 mph 

· Traction control system cannot be deactivated 

· Audio system muted until safety belts fastened; system then limited to 44 percent of maximum volume 

· A speed alert chime at 45, 55 or 65 mph 

Ford’s inflatable seat belts are designed to provide additional protection for rear-seat occupants, often children and older passengers who can be more vulnerable to head, chest and neck injuries.  The inflatable seat belts will debut on the next-generation Ford Explorer sport utility vehicle, which goes into production next year; Ford eventually plans to offer inflatable seat belt technology in vehicles globally.

Adaptive Cruise Control allows the vehicle's speed to be set and maintained without using the accelerator pedal. The radar-based system also can monitor the vehicle in front (up to 600 feet) and adjust the speed to help keep it a safe distance behind the lead vehicle.
Collision Warning with Brake Support operates in conjunction with the Adaptive Cruise Control system and is designed to help drivers avoid rear-end collisions. Using long-range radar hidden in the front of the vehicle, Collision Warning detects slower moving vehicles ahead and warns the driver of a collision risk with an alarm and warning light. If the collision risk increases despite the warning, Brake Support is activated, which pre-charges and prepares the brakes to enable harder, quicker deceleration to aid in a panic stop and lessen the impact of a collision.

BLIS® (Blind Spot Information System) alerts drivers to obstacles that may be lurking in the blind spot. When traffic enters the driver's blind spot on either side of the vehicle, a warning light illuminates and a message also is displayed in the vehicle's message center, if equipped.

Integrated Blind Spot Mirrors in the side-view mirror housings aid visibility by better showing vehicles in the blind spot. When traffic enters the driver's blind spot on either side of the vehicle, it is visible in the convex mirror.
Cross Traffic Alert helps warn drivers of approaching traffic while backing up by using two advanced radar sensors to detect moving objects within 65 feet of either side of the vehicle. Two warnings are given: An indicator light illuminates in the corresponding outside mirror and an audible alert is sounded.

Active Park Assist uses sensors on the front and rear of the vehicle, working in conjunction with Electric Power Assist Steering (EPAS), to guide the vehicle into a parallel-parking space. 
